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Western Wisconsin Cares – and Welcomes Public
New Long-Term Care District Begins Operation, Holds Open House
A new public organization created to meet the long-term care needs of seniors and adults with disabilities will hold an open house in La Crosse to celebrate the start of operations after more than two-and-a-half years of planning. The Western Wisconsin Cares Long-Term Care District welcomes members of the public and media to visit the organization’s headquarters at 1407 Saint Andrew St. between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 7, for cake, coffee and conversation about Family Care expansion and regionalization.

The WWC Managed Care Organization begins serving Family Care clients in La Crosse County on Oct. 1 and begins serving consumers in Vernon, Jackson, Monroe, Trempealeau, Buffalo, Pepin and Clark counties in succeeding months.  WWC will assume responsibility for providing services to consumers currently receiving assistance or waiting for services through the counties.
Family Care is a state program that provides more home- and community-based long-term care benefits than the traditional Medicaid program. County residents must qualify for Medicaid and need assistance in their daily lives in order to enroll in the program. La Crosse County began piloting the program in 2000 and will co-host the open house.
WWC’s enrollment plan calls for elimination of waiting lists for home- and community-based long-term care services in the region by early 2011. The district expects to open additional offices in Tomah, Whitehall, Alma and Neillsville by early 2009.
For more information about Western Wisconsin Cares, visit the organization’s website at www.wwcares.org. 
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